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Aibeiidments To The Claims: 
1-38 (Caaceled) 

39.(CuireEntly amended) A stent with a proximal end, a distal end and a longitudinal axis, the 
stent comprising:- 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements having a plurality o- PtiirrtR fmrninp alternating 
peaks and troughs, each undulating band-hke element extending about the longitudinal axis, the. 
plurality of undulating band-like elements extending from the proxunal end of the stent to the distal 
end of the stent,* adjacent undulating band-Uke elements separated by gaps which are shoit^ in 
longitudinal length than the undulating band-like elements, 
• the plurality of undulating band-like elements inchiding a first undulatmg band-like element, 

^> a second undulating btod-like clement and a third undulating band-like element, the second 

I ^^^.^^^^^^^^^-^.^^ 

a plurality of substantially linear interconnectinig elements extending between undulating 
band-like elements which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end 
and a second end which is of&et circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first; 
end, interconnecting elements which rfrGiimferential ly adjacent one another separated bv a 
.^^5 olurahtv of turns along each of the midulating band-like elements wh ich thev connect 

the pltirality of intercoimecting elemMits including firet interconnecting elements and second 
interconnecting elements, 

the first interconnecting elements exteinding between peaks on the first undulating band-like 
element and troughs on the second undulating band-like element, the number of peaks on the first 
undulating band-like element exceeding the number of first interconnecting elements, the second 
interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the second undulating band-Uke element and 
troiighs on the third undulatmg band-like elemeni the number of peaks on the second undulating . 
band-like element' exceeding the number of second interconnecting elements, 

wherein the number of peaks of the first undulating band-like element separatiiig . 
circumferentially adjacent first intercoimecting elements is less than the number of peaks of the 
second undulating band-hke element sq>arating circumferentially adjacent second interconnecting 
elements. 
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40.(Previously presented) A stent witii aproximal end, a distal end and a loiigitudmal axis, the 
stent comprisiag: 

: a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, each 
undulating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, Ihe pluraUty of undulating band- 
' like elements extending from the proximal end of the stent to the distal end of the stent, adjacent . 
undulating band-like elements separated by gaps which are shorter in longitudinal length than the 

undulating band-like elements, 

. the pluraUty ofundulating band-like elements including a first und^^ 

a second undulating band-Uke element, a third undulating band-like element, and a fourth band-hke 

element, the second undulating band-like element disposed between the first and third undulating 

band-like elements, the thkd undulating band-like element disposed between the second and fourth 

uniJiiiating band-like elements, and 

a plurality of interconnecting elements extendiiig between undulating band-hke elements 
which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end and a second end 
which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent fix>m the first end, 

fhe plurality of intercoxmecting elements including first interconnecting elements, .second 
interconnecting elements, and third interconnecting elements, 

the first intexconnectmg elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-hke' 
element and troughs on the second undulating band-Uke element, the number of peaks on the first 
undulating band-like element exceeding the number of first interconnecting elements, the second 
mterconnecting elements extending between peaks on the second undulating band-hke elem^t and 
troughs on the third undulating band-hke element, the huinber of peaks on the second undulating 
band-like element exceeding die number of second mterconnectmg elements, the third 
mterconnecting elements extending between peaks on the third undulating band-like element and 
troughs on the fourth undulating band-like element, 

the number of peaks of the first undulating band-like element separating circumferentially 
adjacent first interconnecting elements being less than the number of peaks of the second undulating 
band-like element sq^arating circumferentially adjacent second interconnecting elements 
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wherein eaidi second intercomecting element is separated from the third interconnecting 
eleineDt nearest to itbyasinglepeakofthethirdundu^^ 
the third undulating band-like element- 

4L(Previously presented) The stent of claim 40 where one third interconnecting element extends 
fiom every third peak of the third imdulating band-like element. 
*42.(Canceled) 

43. (Previously pr^ented) The stent of claim' 40 where the interconnecting- elements are 
substantially linear. 

44. (Previously presented) The stent of claim' 41 where the interconnecting elemmts are 
substantially linear, 

45. (t>reviouslypresented) The stent ofclaim 40 wherein the first undulatmgband-mceele^ 
characterized by a first amplitude and the second undulating band-like element is characterized by a 
second amplitude, the first amplitude greater than the second ampUtude. 

4€.(Previously presented) A stent with a longitudinal axis, the stent comprising: 

a plurality of xmdulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, 
each undulating band-hke el^ent extending about the longitudinal axis, the plurality of undulating 
band-like elements including a proximal undulating band-like element of a smgle first wavelength 
and single first amplitude having alternating peaks and troughs, an intermediate undulating band-like 
element of a single second wavelength and single second amplitude having alternating peaks and 
troughs, and a distal undulating band-like element of the first wavelengtiL and fast amplitade having 
alternating peaks and troughs, the intermediate undulating band-like element disposed between the 
proximal and distal undulating band-lxke elements, and 

a pluraUty of interconnecting elements extending between undulating band-hke elemait^ 
which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end and a second end 
which is ojffset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent firom the first end, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements and second 
interconnecting elements, 

the.fij^ interconnecting.elements extendingbetween peaks on the proximal undulating band- 

i 

like element and troughs on the mtermediate undulating band-like element. 
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the second interconnecting elements extendingbetween peaks' on the iritemediate undulating 
band-like element and troughs on the distal undulating band-like element, 

wherein the first ends of the first interconnecting elements extend fitwn every third peak of 
the proximal uiidulating band-like element and the second ends of the second intercoimecting 
elements extend firom every third trough of the distal undulating band-like element. 
47,(Previously presented) The stent of claim 46 wherein the plurality of undulating baid-like 
elements farther comprises a second distal undulating band-like element having alternating peaks 
and troughs, the second distal undulating band-like element distal to the distal undulating band-like 
element, 

the plurality of intercomiecting elements including third interconnecting elements extending 
between peaks on the distal undulating band-like element and troughs on the second distal 
undulating band-like element, 

wherein each second intercormecting elenient is separated firom the third interconnecting 
element nearest to it by a smgle peak and a single trough of the distal undulating band-like element. 
48 .(Previously presented) The stent of claim 47 wherein the interconnecting elements are linear. 
49i(Previausly presented) The stent of claim 48 wherein the first amphtude is greater than the 
second amphtude, and the first wavelength is greater than the second wavelength. 
50J(Cuiteritly Amended) A stmt with a longitudinal axis, the stent comprising: 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, each 
undulating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, undulating band-like elements 
which are adjacent one another separated by a gap; which is shorter in longitudinal lengdi than each 
of the adjacent undiilating band-like elements, !the plurality of imdulating band-like element's 
including a first undulating band-like element and a second undulating band-like element, the first 
and second undulating band-like elements adjac^t one another, and 

a plurality of substantially linear interconnecting elements ext«iding between undulatii^ 
band-lOce elements which are adjac^t one anoiher, each interconnecting element having a first end 
and a second end which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent fix>m the first 
end, the plurahty of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements, the first 

interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like element and 

I 

troughs on the second undulating band-Hke elemisnt, there being fewer interconnecting elements 
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extendhig between the fiist and second undulating b and-like elen? *^ntf; ihtm peaks on the first 
imdulating band-like element fiist ijilercoiinectmg elements whidi are adjacent one another 
connected to each other via a first path along the undulating first band-like element, the first path 
having a first iftny tb^ the first oath being the shortest natfi alone the fiist undulating band-like 
element which connects adjacent first connectii^ elements, and via a second path along the 
undulating second band-like element, the second pafli having a second laigtti, the second path beinR 
the shortest path alone the second undulating band-like clem ent which connects adiacent first 
connecting elements, adjacent fir^ interconnecting elements and the first and s econd paths which 
connect thein defining one cell, 

wherein the fiirst path length is different fi^im the second path length. 

51. (Canceled) 

52. (Previously presented) The stent of claim ^0 wherein the first and second undulating baodr 
like element$ are characterized by different amplitudes. 

53 .(Prevjoiialy presented) The stent of claim 5*0 wherein the JBrst path length is looger than the 
second path length. 

54.(Currently amended) A stent having a plurality of cells, the stent c omprising: 

a plui^ity of undulating band-like elements having alternating' peaks and troughs, the 
plurality of undulating band-like elements includifig a first undulating band-like element, a second 
undulating band-like element aod a third undulating band-like element, the first, second and third 
undulating band-hke elements disposed sequentijtlly along the length of the stent, and 

a plurality of substantially linear interconnecting elements eartending between undulating 
band-like Elements which are adjacent one another^ each interconnecting element having a first end 
and a second end which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent fi^m the first 
end, the interconnecting elements shorter in length than the undulating band-like elements which* 
theyconneict, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements iiicluding first interconnecting elements esttending 
between peaks on the first xmdnlating band-like eleiment and troughs on the second undulating band- 

like element and second interconnecting elanents ext«iding between peaks on'&e second undulating 

j* 

band-like element and troug^is on the third xindulating band-like element, first interconnecting 
elements which are adjacent one another connected to each other via a first path along the first 
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undulatmg band-like element, the first path spanning a plurality of p^-aV^ htiH trnnprhs and heinp the 
shortest path along the fiTi;t undulating band-like element between adjacent fir st interoomiecting 
elements, second interconnecting elements which are adjacent one another connected to each other 
via a second path along the second undulating band-like dement, the second path having a second 
length, the secondpath gp annm p a plurality of peaks and troughs and being the s hortest nath along 
die second undulatar p; batid-lilce element between adjacent second interca nnectin g e lemmts. w herein 
the first path length is different from the second path lengthy 

wherein each of the cells between the fir st and thf rd undulatinp band-like elementgJs 
bounded bv two intf ?rrrmn ecti np elements, a portion of the second undulating b and and a portion of 
either the first or the third iindulatiTify ha nd-lfke elemernt , 
55-(Canceied) 

5 6. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 54 wh^ein the first and second undulating bandr 
like elements are characterized by different amplitudes. 

57.(PnBviously presented) The stent of claim 54 wherein the first path length is longer than the 
second patih length. 

5 8 . (Previously presented) The stent of claim 46 wherein flie first anaplitude is equal to the second 
amplitude and the first wavelength is equal to the second wavelength. 

59.(New) A stent extending about a longitudinal axis, the stent comprising a plurahty of 
inten^omiected alte£rna£ing first and second serpentine circumferential ban 

each of the first serpentine circumferential bands which alternate with the second serpentine 
circumferential bands having a first number of turns, each of die second serpentine circumferentiai 
bands characterized by a second number of turns, the first number of turns exceeding the second 
number of turns, the length of the first bands as measured in a longitudinal direction exceeding the 
length of the second bands as measi^ed in a longitudinal direction, 

the first and second serpentine circumf^ential bands arranged such that one second 
serpentine circumferential band is provided between every two successive first serpentine bands and 
connected thereto, and one first serpentine circumferential band is provided between ev^ two 
successive second serp^tine bands and cotmected thereto, 

the interconnected alternating first and second'serpentine circumferential bands defining a 
plurality of cells each of which is bounded at one end by an end wall comprising a plurality of tuiws 



PAa8f9*KVDAT11/24l20()44;11:01PM [Eastern Standard 



11/24/04 16:16 FAX 9525633001 VIDAS ARRETT STEINKRAUS 12! 009 

Appticatiah No. 09/J97278 Amendment 
Pages Aitomey Docket No. S63.2B'6769'US01 

of a first serpefitine circumfiereiilial band at another end by another end waU comprising a 
plurality bftums of a second serpentine circuntferratialband, each of said cells which aire defined by 
the interconnected first and second serpentnie circumferential bands at least partially abutting 
another such cell and having a portion of an end wall in common with the such cell, 

each end waU of a cell having a connetetedtirai which is connected to another longitudinally 
adj acerit end wall and a pluraUty of unconnected turns, the unconnected tums not being coniiected to 
the longitudinaUy adj acent end wall. 
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